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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 3955 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, SY 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN REACTION TO ME DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . THREE FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS COMMENTED SEPARATELY TO ME 
JUNE 23 ON WHAT THEY SAW AS NEGATIVE TREND OF CURRENT ME 
DEVELOPMENTS. DEPUTY FONMIN AL KHANI REMARKED ON WHAT HE 
PERCEIVED AS RETREAT IN US POSITION EVIDENT IN MONDALE 
SPEECH, PARTICULARLY ITS EQUATING "HOMELAND" WITH "ENTITY" 

AND ITS PREFERENCE FOR LINKAGE WITH JORDAN. HE SAID PALESTINIAN 
LEADERS WERE PARTICULARLY DISTRESSED BY THIS "BOWING TO 
ZIONIST PRESSURE." COUNTERED BY REFERRING TO OTHER ASPECTS 

OF SPEECH SUCH AS WITHDRAWAL AND GENEVA AND MOST IMPORTANT THAT 
USG DETERMINATION TO MOVE FORWARD REMAINED FIRM. HE SHIFTED 
GROUND TO ACCUSATION THAT US NOT ENFORCING HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY 
VIS A VIS ISRAEL AS STRONGLY AS IN OTHER COUNTRIES. 

2. DIRECTOR WESTERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS JOUAYJATI SPOKE 
OF GRADUALLY GROWING CONVICTION IN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
CIRCLES THAT NOTHING WAS GOING TO COME OF CURRENT ARAB 
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PEACE POLICIES BECAUSE OF RIGIDITY OF BEGIN. HE SAID 
SYRIAN REGARD FOR PRESIDENT CARTER REMAINED HIGH AND 
ADDED THAT AN IMPORTANT RESULT OF CARTER-ASSAD MEETING 
HAD BEEN THAT ASSAD HAD FINALLY BECOME CONVINCED OF 
NECESSITY FOR CAREFUL AND COMPLETE PREPARATION IN ADVANCE 
OF CONVENING GENEVA CONFERENCE. THIS DID NOT MEAN, HOWEVER, 

THAT CONFERENCE COULD BE INDEFINITELY POSTPONED. 
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3. DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS JAZZAR 
SAID SKEPTICISM WAS INCREASING REGARDING PROSPECTS FOR 
PEACE AND IT WAS BECOMING HARDER FOR SARG TO MAINTAIN ITS 
STEADY, UNEMOTIONAL LINE OF DESIRING PEACE. "YOU HAVE 
ABOUT THREE OR FOUR MONTHS,” HE ADDED, IMPLYING THAT 
THEREAFTER SYRIAN POLICY WOULD SHIFT IF THERE WERE NO PROGRESS. 

4. COMMENT: ALL THREE OFFICIALS ARE SUPPORTERS OF ASSAD S 
"PEACE POLICY" AND I WOULD JUDGE WELL TOWARD THE MODERATE 
END OF THE SPECTRUM OF SYRIAN OFFICIAL OPINION. PELLETREAU 
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